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Taverham VC CE 

Junior School 

Newsletter  
The second half of the Autumn Term is well underway 

and, as always, there is lots going on in school. 

 

As many of you know, two exciting projects have been 

completed over the last few weeks. Our new historical 

timeline and world map has been painted on the 

sloping corridor and, last Friday, we were able to open 

our new artificial grass playground for the children to 

use. 

 

Before the half-term break, our new Year 3 parents had the opportunity to meet 

with their child’s class teacher to find out how they have settled in to our school. 

This was a very positive experience for our staff and it was great to be able to have 

these meetings in person. Our regular learning reviews for all year groups will be 

happening in January. 

 

Since the start of the year, there have been lots of football fixtures that children 

from across the school have attended. The children always represent our school 

brilliantly on these occasions; please see below for an overview of the results. 

 

As usual, our PTFA have been busy organising some brilliant fundraising events for 

the school. The children’s Bingo and Chips events were really well-attended and 

seemed to be enjoyed by all who came along. There is an adults Quiz and Chips 

event this evening and a Christmas ‘pop-up’ shop coming up in a few weeks. As 

they did last year, the PTFA will once again be raising money to subsidise trips and 

visits for all children in school.  

 

On Friday of last week, a mobile Planetarium came to our school with all our Year 5 

classes having the chance to go inside during the day as an exciting event linked 

to their current Space topic. 

 

This week has been anti-bullying week in school. We looked at what bullying is and 

explored the theme of ‘Reaching Out’ to help ourselves and others in our assembly 

on Monday. Children have also completed activities in their classes. It is also Inter-

faith week and we have been discussing with the children how people can friends 

with each other regardless of their beliefs or backgrounds. 

 

We very much looking forward to opening our doors to lots of local families when 

we host our very first Open Evening for parents of Year 2 children on Wednesday 

23rd November. I am sure I will see some of you there! We are also excited about 

our upcoming Carol Service at St Peter Mancroft church which will involve many of 

our children. 

 

As always, please come to speak to me on the playground before/after school, or 

drop me an email if you have anything you would like to discuss. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
Paul Henman 

Headteacher 
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Message from Chair of Governors 

 

 
A warm welcome back to everyone after the half-term break. 
  
As an introduction, I am a parent of children at Taverham Junior School and have 
been a governor for 4 years.  I became the Chair of Governors in September 
picking up from Josie Rayner-Wells who had been our Chair and Vice Chair prior 
to that.  Josie is continuing as a Governor, but as a board, we would like to say a 
massive thank you to Josie for her time, efforts and guidance.  
  
At our most recent meeting, we were updated by Mr Henman that, as part of 
the Local Authority's strategy for school improvement, the school has been 
placed into Category A (the highest section).  This is a positive reflection of the 
ongoing work and efforts of the children and staff.  We also agreed on our 
monitoring roles and responsibilities and how we will work with the school to 
achieve these over the coming year. Finally, we continued to discuss the 
expectations and responsibilities we have as a board for our SIAMS Inspection 
from the Church of England which will occur this year. 
  
The school continues to offer a range of extra-curricular activities as part of our 
“Learning for a Fuller Life” vision.  Governors enjoyed the recent Harvest Festival 
and look forward to the various events planned leading up to Christmas both 
locally and in Norwich at the St Peter Mancroft church! 
  
Thanks, 
  
Matt Lambert 
Chair of Governors 

 

 

Clothing and Footwear 
 
As the weather is getting colder 
and wetter, please can you ensure 
that children have the correct 
clothing to keep them warm and 
dry every day. Children also need 
to have a change of shoes in 
school every day so they have a 
spare pair to get changed into 
after being outside/on the field. 
This is particularly vital on days 
when children have their games 
lesson. 
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Football Results 

Our school football teams have enjoyed a positive 

start to the season. Our Year 6 boys team have 

played four matches; two of these ended up as 

comfortable victories with the other two finishing in 

narrow defeats. 

 

So far the girls football team have had a fantastic 

season. They have played 4 league matches, 1 

cup game and taken part in 2 tournaments. The girls have worked so hard 

at developing their game by playing in lots of positions and with a variety 

of players showing their adaptability and skill. They won their cup game 

and now wait to play in the next round after Christmas. All 4 league games 

were comfortably won making them league champions; we are currently 

waiting for the trophy to display at the front of the school! In the 

tournaments, we unfortunately were knocked out in the semi-finals in the 

first one but then went on to the next one and were victorious. 

The Year 5 girls team have begun their school footballing journey, 

competing in both tournaments. In the second tournament they made it 

to the semi-finals, only to narrowly lose to our own Year 6 team. There isn’t 

a Year 5 girls football tournament so they have played against Year 6 

children at both and have performed brilliantly. 

The girls have all been fantastic to coach and extremely supportive of one 

another. Well done girls. 

 

So far, the Year 5 boys football team has had some great success and we 

have had lots come and enjoy training and play for the team.  They 

finished the league with two 1-0 wins and a narrow loss and also had a 

great 2-0 win in the cup over Poringland.  

 
May 2023 Bank Holiday 

 
The government have announced that there will 
be an additional bank holiday on Monday 8th 
May to mark the Coronation of King Charles III 
next year; therefore, our school will be closed 
on this day. This date is the Monday of SATs 
week for Year 6 and we are waiting for further 
advice on how this will affect the organisation 
and timings of these planned tests. We will keep 
you all updated. 
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Lateness 
 
Please could we remind our families again 
about the importance of arriving at school on 
time. Children should be in their classroom, 
ready to start the day by 8:40am; pupils arriving 
after this time are recorded as late.  

 

Nut-free School-Reminder 
 

Because we have a number of children with severe 
(i.e. potentially life-threatening) nut allergies, we are a 
nut-free school, and have been for a number of years. 
Please ensure that your children do not come to 
school with any nuts or products containing nuts (e.g. 
‘Nutella’ or other chocolate/hazelnut spreads).  
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

 

Foodbank Collection 

 

Thank you very much to all families who made a donation 
to the local foodbanks for our Harvest Assembly last 
month. We managed to collect a lot of items and I know 
these will have helped a large number of vulnerable 
families. 

 
Contact Details 

 
If your contact details have changed could 
you please update them with the school 
office as soon as possible please 

 

 
Christmas Jumper Day 
 
We will be taking part in Christmas 
Jumper Day again this year with all 
monies raised going to Save the 
Children. This will take place on 
Friday 9th December. An item will be 
set up in the shop section of school 
money closer to the time.  
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

November  

W/B 14th  Anti-Bullying Week 

Friday 18th  PTFA Quiz and Chips - Adults only 

W/B 21st   Travelling Book Fair  

Wednesday 23rd   Open Evening for Year 2 Parents 

Thursday 24th  Kittle Photograph – Mop Up Session 

Tuesday 22nd  PTFA AGM 

December  

Thursday 1st  Christmas Lunch Yr3 

Friday 2nd   Christmas Lunch Yr4 

Monday 5th  Christmas Lunch Yr5 

Tuesday 6th  Christmas Lunch Yr6 

Thursday 8th  Carol Service at St Peter Mancroft 

Friday 9th   PTFA Christmas Pop up Shop 

Friday 9th  Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 12th  PTFA Christmas Pop up Shop 

Friday 16th  Last Day of Autumn Term 2 

January  

Wednesday 4th  First Day of Spring Term 1 

W/B 9th  SESMA in for PE 

Friday 13th  Interim Reports sent to parents 

Wednesday 18th  Young Voices O2 

February  

Friday 10th  Last Day of Spring Term 1 

W/B Monday 13th   Half Term 

Monday 20th  First Day of Spring Term 2 

March  

Wednesday 15th  Year 6 residential trip  

Thursday 16th  Year 6 residential trip 

Friday 17th  Year 6 residential trip 

Wednesday 29th  Music Soiree 

Friday 31st  Last Day of Spring Term 2 

April  

Tuesday 18th  First Day of Summer Term 1 

May  

Monday 1st  Bank Holiday 

W/B 8th  SATs Week 

Monday 8th  Bank Holiday for the Coronation of King Charles III 

Tuesday 9th  Year 4 Norwich Castle trip – 2 classes 

Thursday 11th  Year 4 Norwich Castle trip – 2 classes 

June  

W/B 5th  Science Week 



6 
 

Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future 
newsletters and the school website 

 
 

TERM DATES 2022-2023 

 
TERM DATES 2023-2024 

 
 
 
 

 

2022/2023 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Tuesday 6th September Friday 21st October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 31st October Friday 16th December 

Spring Term 1 Wednesday 4th January Friday 10th February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 20th February Friday 31st March 

Summer Term 1 Tuesday 18th April Friday 26th May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 5th June Friday 21st July 

   

INSET DAYS Monday 5th Sept  

 Tuesday 3rd January  

 Monday 17th April  

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 1st   May 2023  

2023/24 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Wednesday 6th September Friday 20th October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 30th October Wednesday 20th December 

Spring Term 1 Thursday 4th January Friday 16th February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 26th February Wednesday 27th March 

Summer Term 1 Monday 15th   April Friday 24th May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 3rd June Friday 19th July 

   

INSET DAYS TBC  

   

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 6th    May 2024  
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Follow Us on Twitter! 

@taverhamjunior  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk 
 

Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01603 867740 
 
 

 

mailto:office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.taverhamjunior.co.uk/
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