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Taverham VC CE 

Junior School 

Newsletter  
A very warm, and belated, welcome back to all our 

families following the summer holidays and, in 

particular, to parents and carers of children who 

are new to our school. These newsletters will be sent 

home on a monthly basis and I hope you find them 

useful in keeping you informed regarding 

everything that is happening in school. 

 

It’s also a warm welcome to our new members of staff who started with us 

this year: Mrs Wigger, Miss Wright, Miss Warner, Mrs Hunt, Mrs Mortimer and 

Mr Howard have all settled in really well to TJS. 

 

The new school year has got off to a fantastic start. I want to say a 

particular ‘well done’ to our new Year 3 children, and others who have 

recently joined us in Years 4, 5 and 6. They have begun their time with us 

brilliantly and seem to be really enjoying being at TJS.  

 

2022-23 is going to be an exciting year at TJS with lots going on; and we 

have a couple of exciting projects coming up very soon. In October, we 

will be improving our ‘sloping corridor’ with a historical timeline and world 

map being painted on the walls by some fantastic local artists. This will all 

happen during school time so children will be able to see the work as it 

progresses day-by-day. In addition, in October and November, we will be 

using our Sport Premium Grant money to totally revamp the top 

playground. This will involve the installation of all-weather artificial grass 

with perimeter fencing, resulting in the playground being usable all year 

round at break and lunch times, and for outdoor PE lessons. We will 

document the progress of both these projects on our Twitter account 

(@TaverhamJunior) so please check in to see how they are going. 

 

Our parent’s calendar, available on our school website, is regularly 

updated and is the best place for you to go for up-to-date information 

about what is happening in school. We will also send you emails and text 

messages to keep you informed. I believe that we do a good job of 

communicating with our community but please ask if there is anything at 

all that you are not sure about. Please see term dates at the end of the 

newsletter. 

 

As a staff team, we want to be as approachable as possible to children 

and parents. If you have any questions, comments or concerns please 

contact the office to make an appointment with me or another member 

of staff, or speak to your child’s class teacher after school. Due to our ‘soft 

start’ in the mornings, it is not possible to speak to teachers before school; 
however, Mrs Wilson, Mr Jones and I are always outside in the mornings to 

answer any queries or pass on messages.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Paul Henman 

Headteacher 
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Message from Chair of Governors 

 

 
Although the warm weather is now moving into autumnal times, the 

Governing Board at Taverham Junior School would like to add to the 

warm welcome of the school for all our children and families. It was a 

genuine delight to be in school last week and see first-hand how well 

children have returned, especially the new Year 3 pupils who already 

seem well settled within the school, which is a fantastic testimony to 

both the children and school! 

  

Our vision statement of ‘learning for a fuller life’ ensures that everyone 

can enjoy a valuable educational and personal journey during their 

time at TJS, as you will see from the school priorities and the parent 

calendar. Good attendance will ensure your child/ren can take full 

advantage of all the opportunities available to them. 

  

Our Governing Board provides supportive challenge to the school. The 

three core functions of a Governing Board are to: 

1. Ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction 

2. Hold the school leaders to account for the educational 

performance of the school and its pupils 

3. Oversee the financial performance of the school and 

make sure its money is well spent. 

In addition, the board has a role to play in ensuring the school is 

compliant with legislation such as safeguarding, equality and health 

and safety. If you would like to learn more about school governance or 

are considering joining our board, please do not hesitate to contact me 

via the school office. 

  

Josie Rayner-Wells 

Chair of Governors 

Attendance 

Regular school attendance is essential if children are to achieve their full 
potential, both academically and otherwise. We greatly value the 
attendance of all our pupils at TJS and know the damage that poor 
attendance can cause. 
 
We urge all parents to ensure that children attend school every day and 
are only absent when absolutely necessary. Please see the attached guide 
for more information. 
 
We would also like to remind our families about the importance of 
arriving at school on time. Children should be in their classroom, ready to 
start the day by 8:40am; pupils arriving after this time are recorded as 
late.  
 
If you have any concerns about attendance or feel like you need some 
support from the school, please do get in touch. 
 



3 
 

Parking/driving near the school 
 

To ensure that children/families are safe when 

walking/biking/scooting to school, please could we ask all parents 

to observe the following as much as possible: 

 

• If you can, please travel to school without using your car; 

walking, biking or scooting is encouraged 

• If you have to drive your child to school, please park on a 

road further away from the school and walk from there. 

Roads that were previously identified as good locations in 

our ‘Bike/Walk/Scoot’ project are Laburnum Avenue, 

Springfield Road and Walters Road 

• When parking to drop-off/collect your child, please do not 

mount pavements or block roads/entrances 

• Always turn off your engine when waiting in your car. 

 

We would really appreciate if our 

parents adopted these measures to 

ensure that the roads around the school 

are safe for our children before and 

after school. Thank you for your help with 

this.  

 

School Priorities for 2022-23 
 
Every year we create a simple set of bullet points 

to summarise our main focuses for continuing 

school improvement and development over the next 

academic year and share these with parents. 

Taverham VC CE Junior School’s priorities for 

2022-23 are as follows: 

 

• Continue to implement our new approach to the 

teaching and assessment of writing 

• Maintain the strong Christian ethos, vision and 

values of our school and ensure the school is 

prepared for this year’s SIAMS inspection 

• Ensure attendance returns to pre-pandemic 

levels 

• Ensure that subject knowledge amongst staff 

(including in phonics) continues to be strong 

across the whole curriculum 

• Ensure that children always understand where 

their learning across the curriculum fits in to 

the bigger picture 

• Introduce Zones of Regulation to ensure 

consistent language around emotional awareness 
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Harvest assembly and Foodbank collection 
 

Rev Seabrook will be leading our harvest assembly on Monday 

17th October. In conjunction with this, we are collecting for 

Taverham and Norwich foodbanks to support their work in 

helping vulnerable families. Currently the foodbanks are 

requesting the following items: 

 

Shower Gel 

Deodorant 

Liquid Soap 

Toothpaste 

Tinned Peas 

Tinned Carrots 

Tinned Potatoes 

Tinned/Jars Hot Dogs 

Tinned Spaghetti 

Tinned Ravioli 

Tinned Rice Pudding 

Tinned Fruit 

Tinned Meat e.g. Mince, Stewing Beef, Meatballs 

Tinned Sweetcorn 

Tinned Tuna 

Pasta Sauce 

Fruit Jam 

Dried Rice 

Sugar 

Biscuits 

Cereals 

Mince Pies 
 

If you are able to donate any of these items, it would be much 

appreciated. Please bring them to the school office by Friday 

14th October.  

 

Thank you. 
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Nut-free School-Reminder 
 
Because we have a number of children with severe (i.e. 
potentially life-threatening) nut allergies, we are a nut-
free school, and have been for a number of years. 
Please ensure that your children do not come to school 
with any nuts or products containing nuts (e.g. 
‘Nutella’ or other chocolate/hazelnut spreads).  
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 

School Dinners  

 

Children can order their school lunch each 

morning with their class teacher. We are 

currently running the Spring/Summer menu, this 

will be updated after October half term.  

If your child would like to have a school lunch, 

then please make payment via ‘School Money’. The 

Dinner payment is set to £11.75 for a week of 

lunches but you can change this to the amount of your choosing. The cost of 

an individual lunch is £2.35. Children will always be able to order a lunch even 

if you haven’t topped their account up or are having issues with the app. 

Reminder messages for any outstanding payments will be sent each Monday 

for the previous week. Please note that when a balance reaches £50 a 

payment will need to be made before your child can continue to order a lunch. 

Please get in touch if you have any queries. 

If your child has an allergy but does not have an allergen friendly menu then 

please contact the school office. 

 
 

Contact Details 
 

If your contact details have 

changed over the summer 

could you please update them 

with the school office as soon 

as possible please 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
 

October  

Wednesday 5th  PTFA Bingo & Chips Y3/Y4 

Thursday 6th  PTFA Bingo & Chips Y5/Y6  

Tuesday 11th  Flu Immunisations 

Tuesday 11th  National Child Measurement Programme – Y6 

Friday 21st  Last Day of Autumn Term 1 

Monday 31st First Day of Autumn Term 2 

November  

W/B 14th  Anti-Bullying Week 

Friday 18th  PTFA Quiz and Chips - Adults only 

W/B 21st   Travelling Book Fair  

W/B 21st  Open Week (Tours at 10.45 Daily) – More information to follow 

Tuesday 22nd  PTFA AGM 

December  

Thursday 1st  Christmas Lunch Yr3 

Monday 5th  Christmas Lunch Yr5 

Tuesday 6th  Christmas Lunch Yr4 &Yr6 

Thursday 8th  Carol Service – More information to follow 

Friday 9th   PTFA Christmas Pop up Shop 

Monday 12th  PTFA Christmas Pop up Shop 

Friday 16th  Last Day of Autumn Term 2 

January  

Wednesday 4th  First Day of Spring Term 1 

February  

Friday 10th  Last Day of Spring Term 1 

W/B Monday 13th   Half Term 

Monday 20th  First Day of Spring Term 2 

March  

Wednesday 15th  Year 6 residential trip  

Thursday 16th  Year 6 residential trip 

Friday 17th  Year 6 residential trip 

Friday 31st  Last Day of Spring Term 2 

April  

Tuesday 18th  First Day of Summer Term 1 
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Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future 
newsletters and the school website 

 
 

TERM DATES 2022-2023 

 
TERM DATES 2023-2024 

 
 
 
 

 

2022/2023 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Tuesday 6th September Friday 21st October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 31st October Friday 16th December 

Spring Term 1 Wednesday 4th January Friday 10th February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 20th February Friday 31st March 

Summer Term 1 Tuesday 18th April Friday 26th May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 5th June Friday 21st July 

   

INSET DAYS Monday 5th Sept  

 Tuesday 3rd January  

 Monday 17th April  

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 1st   May 2023  

2023/24 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Wednesday 6th September Friday 20th October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 30th October Wednesday 20th December 

Spring Term 1 Thursday 4th January Friday 16th February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 26th February Wednesday 27th March 

Summer Term 1 Monday 15th   April Friday 24th May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 3rd June Friday 19th July 

   

INSET DAYS TBC  

   

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 6th    May 2024  
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Follow Us on Twitter! 

@taverhamjunior  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk 
 

Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01603 867740 
 
 

 

mailto:office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.taverhamjunior.co.uk/
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