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I am really pleased to say that school has felt
almost totally back to normal this half term. It
has been lovely to reinstate our regular events
and routines that enable us to all feel part of our
school community. Whole-school, in-person
assemblies are now happening once a week on
a Friday and it has been brilliant to get all the
children
together
to
celebrate
their
achievements. The moment when the whole
school sang together for the first time in two
years will be remembered by lots of us for a long time to come.
It’s also been great to see lots of trips and events happening across the
school and there is so much more planned for the rest of this term.
Another positive development has been the reintroduction of afterschool and lunchtime clubs with lots of children from all year groups
getting involved; with thirteen different extra-curricular activities to
choose from, there is hopefully something for everyone!
Last week, our Year 6 pupils completed their end of Key Stage 2 SATs
tests. We are very proud of all the children for their calm, mature and
determined attitude towards these assessments - it was patently clear
that they all tried their absolute best. I’d also like to thank all the staff
for their amazing support of the children last week; a day of fun on
Friday, building and launching rockets, was thoroughly deserved and
enjoyed by everyone!
I hope that many of you managed to get into school on Monday and
Tuesday of this week to look through your children’s books ahead of the
virtual Learning Reviews next week. This model is a new one for us and
was designed to give parents flexibility and convenience when finding
out more about how their children are doing academically. As always,
we are open to feedback about everything we do so please let me know
your thoughts about how this has worked for you (both positive or
otherwise!) by emailing head@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
Despite all the wonderful things going on, these were overshadowed by
the tragic death of Mrs St Ruth. Helen was a very important and muchloved part of our team and everyone was shocked and hugely saddened
by her passing; she will be sorely missed by us all. Mrs Wilson and I will
be attending her funeral next week to pay our respects on behalf of
everyone at TJS. The family are raising money for Diabetes UK in Helen’s
memory; for more information and to make a donation please visit
https://helenstruth.muchloved.com/Fundraising/Donations
Best wishes,

Paul Henman
Headteacher
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Message from Chair of Governors
Having been a Governor at Taverham Junior School for over a
decade, I have sadly seen the school experience several
challenges and been privileged to see many causes of celebration.
This newsletter demonstrates both and highlights the incredible
sense of community that our special school shares to come
together for both purposes in equal measure. I can only image how
emotional and strengthening it was for all pupils and staff to join for
the first in-person whole-school assembly. I understand that the
children sang with great joy, causing a few tears to be shed by
staff! A testimony of how much it means to be able to be physically
together. The compromises and measures that have been taken to
keep everyone safe throughout the Covid challenges feel worth it
to have reached this stage.
The value of generosity this half term underpins much of what our
school community is about; the giving of time, talent, and resources
with the expectation of nothing in return. So many of our children,
their families, our teachers and leaders including the governing
board do this. Of course, we do get something in return which is a
sense of purpose in making the difference we want to see and
ensuring we are ‘learning for a fuller life’.
Our governing board were fortunate to meet in person for the first
time this week, after a series of virtual meetings. As Chair I am
looking forward to coming into school to meet with the school
council to share our next Governors Big Ask, which will focus on how
we are working together to keep our children emotionally and
physically safe in the modern world. Being able to meet with pupils
in school will feel a genuine joy after the restrictions. I hope as
families you also take advantage and enjoy the many opportunities
our school provides to come together as a community and
celebrate the return to normal throughout the remainder of this
academic year.
On behalf of our governing board, I would like to say an enormous
thank you to our children, families, and incredible staff for all
everyone has done to keep our school safe, and to continue to
learn and live within the restrictions. It has not been easy, but we
have done this together, through everyone’s generosity.
Josie-Rayner Wells
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Non-healthy snack day!
Following, Hetta’s (in 3G) wonderful idea to raise
money for children in Ukraine, we had our first
non-healthy snack day on Friday of last week.
Thank you very much to all families who donated
treats to be sold and for allowing children to
bring in money to buy
something on the day. Due to
everyone’s generosity, we raised an
incredible £300. This will be given to
Unicef to support their work in Ukraine.

Red Nose Day/Day for Ukraine non-uniform day
Thank you to all families who
got involved in this nonuniform day. We raised
£556.78 which was split
equally between Comic Relief
and Unicef.

Summer Reading Challenge
Norfolk Library and Information Service is, once again, supporting schools
and children with the Summer Reading Challenge. Every year, in
partnership with The Reading Agency, we
provide free activities and materials that
engage children in reading for pleasure,
support literacy and prevent a dip
in reading levels
over
the
long summer break. The theme for this
year’s challenge is Gadgeteers and is all about innovation and
science. Please visit The Reading Agency partners with Science Museum
Group
for
innovation
themed Summer Reading Challenge | Reading Agency for
more
information.
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Attendance/Lateness
Please can we take this opportunity to remind
parents about the importance of attending school
every day and also arriving on time. There is clear
evidence, both in our school and nationally, that
children who attend school every day and are not
late, make the most academic progress. Now that
the majority of Covid restrictions are lifted, children should be in school
every day unless there are too ill to attend. We have also seen a huge
increase in the number of parents taking children out of school, in term
time, for family holidays. Whilst we understand that families may have
missed out on these opportunities over the last two years, we are not
allowed to authorise these absences and these may incur a fixed penalty
fine.
Can we also remind parents that all children should be in the building by
8:40am. We currently have a few children who are coming in after this time
and, as a result, being marked in late on the register. Learning begins as
soon as children arrive in their class so all pupils should be here for the start
of every day. As you know, children can go into their class from 8:30am
onwards each morning.
Thank you for your cooperation on these matters.

Parking and Safety
Can we, once again remind all parents and carers
to park their cars considerately and according to
signs and markings around school. This is to ensure
that children are always safe when walking to and
from school. Also, a reminder that children
entering the school on Taverham Road should use
the pedestrian rather than vehicle entrance. Thank
you.

Parish Council Survey
The local parish council are looking to gather thoughts and
opinions from families in the local area regarding play
equipment as part of the Sandy Lane Play Area Consultation.
Please click on https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GLM8S2H
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Value for this half-term
As a Church of England school we have
daily collective worship throughout
the school. This happens as part of
whole school, year group and class
assemblies. Each half term we look at
a different value for this worship; the
focus for this half term is Generosity.
Perhaps you would like to talk to your children about their thoughts
about this value and ask them what is discussed in school.
All children also attend weekly well-being assemblies, including thinking
about the theme of loneliness during mental health week.
Children’s prayers:
Pupils from different classes across the school write their own prayers
and reflections linked to our current Collective Worship value
(Generosity).
Here are a couple of examples:
Dear God, you can show generosity in big and small ways. Even if it’s just
by putting an empty crisp packet in the bin or lending a friend a pencil.
Please help me be more generous to friends, family and the world we live
in. Amen
Maisie

Dear God, Generosity can be shown in many different ways. This could
include sending things to help children suffering in Ukraine. Amen
Joe

Dear God, please give us generosity so we can give others our loyalty,
empathy and kindness; not just to loved ones but to everyone. Amen
Maisy and Sophia
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Celebrating the Queen's Jubilee
At TJS we will be recognising
and celebrating the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee with a few
events on Thursday 9th June.
On this day, children will be
able to order a themed
lunch from the kitchen, each
class will complete a Jubileethemed art activity and our
PTFA will be hosting an after-school picnic event on our school field. Full
details to follow.

London Marathon – The National Brain Appeal
Two of our parents, Mrs Brindley and Mrs Rosetti are running the
London Marathon this year.
They have a fundraising target of £2,000 to reach which is quite a
challenge in itself! Their chosen charity is The National Brain Appeal
which is in aid of Mrs Brindley’s 9-year-old nephew.
If you would like to support them in reaching their goal of £2000 then
please follow the link below to get more information and donate.
https://tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/claire-brindley83971?fbclid=IwAR3L_FxfxtCDY0i8vTHPW1JbxE4D3NuK3EK46qWieqQvba9rbOM-BTla2o
Thank you for your support.
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Dates for Your Diary

May 2022
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th
Tuesday 24th
Tuesday 24th
Wednesday 25th
Thursday 26th
Thursday 26th
Friday 27th
Friday 27th
June 2022
Monday 6th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
W/B Mon 13th
Wednesday 15th
Friday 17th
W/B Mon 20th
Thursday 23rd
July 2022
Friday 1st
Monday 4th
Tuesday 5th
Thursday 7th
Friday 8th
Monday 11th
Thursday 14th
Monday 18th
Tuesday 19th
Thursday 21st
Friday 22nd

Year 4 to Norwich Castle
Year 4 to Norwich Castle
Year 6 Language Day – Wear Red, White & Blue
Learning Reviews 4-7pm
Year 3 Language Day – Wear Red & Yellow
Year 5 Language Day – Wear Red, White & Blue
Learning Reviews 4-7pm
Year 4 Language Day – Wear Red & Yellow
Last day of Summer Term 1
First Day of Summer Term 2
Class Photos
Jubilee Celebration day
Science week
Music Summer Soiree
Schools of Sanctuary Day of Welcome
Refugee Week
Year 5 Hinduism Visitor
Year 3 Visit to Gressenhall
Year 3/4 Sports Day
Year 5/6 Sports Day
Transfer Day 1
Transfer Day 2
Reports to Parents
PTFA Summer BBQ (provisional)
Year 6 Play 1.30-3.00pm
Year 6 Play 6-7.30pm
Leavers Breakfast 8.00-8.45am
Last Day of Summer Term 2

Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future
newsletters and the school website
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TERM DATES 2021-2022
2021/22

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September

Friday 22nd October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1st November

Friday 17th December

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 5th January

Friday 11th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 21st February

Friday 1st April

Summer Term 1

Thursday 21st April

Friday 27th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 6th June

Friday 22nd July

INSET DAYS

2nd & 3rd September, 4th
January
Others TBC

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

Monday 2nd May 2022

School closed in lieu of Queens
Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday

Wednesday 20th April

TERM DATES 2022-2023
2022/2023

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September

Friday 21st October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 31st October

Friday 16th December

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 4th January

Friday 10th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 20th February

Friday 31st March

Summer Term 1

Tuesday 18th April

Friday 26th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 5th June

Friday 21st July

INSET DAYS

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

TBC

Monday 1st May 2023
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Follow Us on Twitter!
@taverhamjunior

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk
Tel: 01603 867740
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