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‘Learning for a
fuller life’

So, we come to the end of the first term of
this academic year. It has been a term with
continuing challenges but also a term where
children have been able to experience schoollife mostly back to normal.
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As always, we are very proud of all the
children at TJS and what they have achieved
this term. They have all impressed the staff
with their attitudes to learning and the
kindness and compassion that they show to
each other. It is also clear that they have enjoyed the opportunities to
mix with a wider range of children, particularly at break and lunch times.
It has been great to be able reinstate some of our traditional Christmas
activities this year. The Christmas lunches were very successful last
week and the children all seemed to really enjoy the experience. Huge
thanks to our catering team for preparing the excellent food and to the
PTFA for organising a Christmas present for all of our pupils. Also, a
massive well done to all the Year 6 children who volunteered to be
waiters and waitresses for the Year 3, 4 and 5 lunches; they did an
absolutely brilliant job
Our outdoor Carol Concert on Friday was also a huge success; thank you
to all our visitors for coming along to watch and giving our children an
audience to sing to! Lots of work has gone in behind the scenes to
prepare the children for the concert; particular thanks to Mrs Eaton and
Mrs Penwill for pulling it all together.
All classes across the school have also had the opportunity to visit our
local church over the last couple of weeks. They seem to be really
enjoying doing this and spending time with our local vicar, Rev.
Seabrook.
To really get the children in the festive spirt before the end of the year,
we will again be watching the virtual pantomime (Jack and the
Beanstalk) organised by Norfolk Music Service on Thursday of this week.
Finally, thank you to all our families for your ongoing support - I wish
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I hope everyone has an
enjoyable and restful holiday.
Best wishes,

Paul Henman
Headteacher
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Message from Chair of Governors
It’s been another challenging half-term for schools across the country! I
visited TJS a few weeks ago and was impressed to see how calm and
purposeful the school continues to be despite these challenges. I am proud
to commend the leadership team, staff, pupils and parents for all everyone
has done to ensure we continue to provide a safe and exciting school
experience for our children. The Christmas festivities and sporting
achievements provide great examples of this and a testimony to our vision
of ‘Learning for a fuller life’.
This term has seen the start of our new circle model of governance,
providing governors with more regular opportunities to meet. There are
many roles and responsibilities across a governing board and this approach
secures an increased understanding of all elements of governance. We are
delighted to have appointed two additional governors; Helen Filby as
Parent Governor and James Thorpe as Community Governor. Both come
with considerable experience and expertise and I know the school
community will join me in appreciation for their commitment to our school.
A real highlight this half-term has been the introduction of Governor ‘Big
Asks’ to the school council. The aim of this is to ensure we are hearing
directly from the voices of our children to inform our decisions and actions.
The first question was to explore how being a pupil at Taverham Junior
School helps them to be the best they can be. A golden thread
throughout the fantastic responses was teachers exhibiting kindness and
respect; a testimony to how our staff role-model positive behaviours. This is
translated into pupil behaviours with many comments echoing how the
school is friendly, fun and people care. Quality of education alongside
emotional health and wellbeing support were also widely recognised
throughout the responses.
The next Big Ask is linked to understanding how the half-termly values
impact their thinking and behaviours. Governor commendation
certificates will be provided to a nominated pupil from each year group at
the end of every half-term who has exhibited the values.
Please do take the time to talk to
your child and explore next term’s
value of perseverance.
On behalf of our governing board, I’d
like to wish you all joyous blessings for
Christmas and the New Year.

Josie Rayner-Wells
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Reports and Learning Reviews
Brief interim reports for each child will
be issued on 14th January with our first
learning reviews of the year following
during the second half of the month. A
letter with full details, including how to
book appointments, will be sent out at
the start of the Spring Term.

UEA nursing interviews
One Tuesday 7th December, a group of 20 Year 6 pupils were selected
to visit the NNUH Edith Cavell building for a very important job. The
student nurses that were in their first year of training required ‘patients’
to practice essential skills on. This included taking the pupils’ pulses,
blood pressures and oxygen levels. By the end of the morning, our
pupils were so knowledgeable about nursing and the science behind
these procedures that they were taking accurate readings of the
students! As well as supporting the university in providing vital training
to the next generation of healthcare workers, our group was lucky
enough to see behind the scenes of the School of Medicine. This
included an experience in a fully immersive projection room used to
train students in high-pressure environments and the opportunity to
meet fully-trained nurses and medical professionals. As ever, our
pupils were a credit to the school and were commended by staff and
students alike for their politeness, confidence and enthusiasm. And
with their newly-acquired knowledge and skills, we may even have a
few future healthcare heroes in our school!

Football trophy success!
We are very pleased to announce that
our Girls and Year 5 Boys football
teams both won their leagues for the
Autumn Term. Congratulations to all
involved.
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Cross Country
The school cross country team has continued to get some fantastic individual and
team results. The second race of the season was at Falcon Junior School on the
12th November. In this race the Girls team finished in 3rd place and the Boys team
in 4th. The third race was on December 3rd and took place at Eaton Park. This
was the most challenging course so far this season but once again we finished
with some great results. The Girls team finished in 6th and the Boys team 3rd. We
are now half way through the season and currently the Girls team are in 5th place
overall and the Boys are in 3rd. Our next race is on January 14th and it is our time
to host all the other schools at Langley Taverham Hall. So far we have been very
lucky with the weather so we hope this will continue into the last 3 races. A
massive thank you to all of the parents that continue to come along and support
the children at every race.

Football
The Girls football team finished their games before half term but we were still
waiting to find out where they placed in the league. A few weeks ago it was
announced that the girls had won their league and gained the school a lovely big
shield that we can display at the front of the school.
The girls also attended a football tournament at Goals as a
part of the School Games. They played brilliantly all morning,
they didn’t let a single goal go in against them and scored a
massive 34 goals in 7 games. Unfortunately, we finished in
second place as the team that won had managed to score
more goals than us even though our game against that team
finished 0-0. The girls were a joy to take and displayed not only great football but
also kind, friendly and helpful behaviour towards the other teams and the high
school leaders that were refereeing.

Children in Need/Odd Socks Day
Thank you very much for your involvement
in this day. We raised a total of £372.75 for
Children in Need.
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Value for next half-term
As a Church of England school
we have daily collective worship
throughout the school. This
happens as part of whole school,
year group and class assemblies.
Each half term we look at a
different value for this worship;
the focus for next half term is
Perseverance. Perhaps you
would like to talk to your children
about their thoughts about this
value and ask them what is discussed in school.
Mrs Wilson leads a well-being assembly each week and the children
regularly take part in activities to support five ways to well-being.
Children are encouraged to look after their own mental health and to
be kind towards others. If your child is struggling emotionally, please
do get in touch with Mrs Knowles, our child and family pastoral worker.
Children’s prayers:
Pupils from different classes across the school write their own prayers
and reflections linked to our current Collective Worship value
(Forgiveness). Here are a few examples:
Dear God,
Please help us to remember that forgiveness is key to lots of different
things. Without forgiveness, none of us would be here now. We should
always try to forgive, even in tricky situations. Amen
Leo
Dear God,
Help us to forgive those who have done something wrong and to help
us realise that mistakes are something that everyone makes. Amen
Eli
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Dates for Your Diary

December
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th
January 2022
Wednesday 5th
Friday 14th
Monday 17th
Tuesday 25th
Thursday 27th
Thursday 27th
Friday 28th
February 2022
Friday 11th
Monday
March 2022
Thursday 3rd
Wed 16th – Friday
18th
April 2022
Friday 1st April
Thursday 21st
May 2022
Monday 2nd
W/B Monday 9th
Friday 27th
June 2022
Monday 6th
July 2022
Friday 22nd

Jack and the Beanstalk Virtual Pantomime
Last day of Autumn term
First day of Spring term
Interim Reports out to parents
Learning reviews 4-6pm ( more information to follow)
Learning reviews 4-6pm (more information to follow)
Learning reviews 4-6pm (more information to follow)
Year 3 – Life in Ancient Egypt Day
Year 3 – Life in Ancient Egypt Day
Last day of Spring Term 1
First day of Spring Term 2
World Book Day
Year 6 Residential Trip – Bawdesy Manor

Last Day of Spring Term 2
First Day of Summer Term 1
Bank Holiday
SAT’s Week Yr6
Last day of Summer Term 1
First Day of Summer Term 2
Last Day of Summer Term 2
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Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future
newsletters and the school website

TERM DATES 2021-2022
2021/22

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September

Friday 22nd October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1st November

Friday 17th December

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 5th January

Friday 11th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 21st February

Friday 1st April

Summer Term 1

Thursday 21st April

Friday 27th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 6th June

Friday 22nd July

INSET DAYS

2nd & 3rd September, 4th
January
Others TBC

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

Monday 2nd May 2022

School closed in lieu of Queens
Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday

Wednesday 20th April

TERM DATES 2022-2023
2022/2023

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September

Friday 21st October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 31st October

Friday 16th December

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 4th January

Friday 10th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 20th February

Friday 31st March

Summer Term 1

Tuesday 18th April

Friday 26th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 5th June

Friday 21st July

INSET DAYS

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

TBC

Monday 1st May 2023
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Follow Us on Twitter!
@taverhamjunior

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk
Tel: 01603 867740
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Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

