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A warm welcome back for the second half of the
Autumn Term; I hope all our families had an
enjoyable half-term break.
There’s lots going on in school at the moment. On
2nd November, a mobile Planetarium came to our
school with all our Year 5 classes having the
chance to go inside during the day as an exciting
launch to their new Space topic. Our Year 4
children have also recently been to the Theatre
Royal in Norwich to watch a performance of
Dragons and Magical Beasts! Whilst we’re still not
able to do everything as normal in school, it is lovely to be able to
organise these additional events and experiences for our pupils that,
I’m sure, they will remember for years to come.
As many of you would have noticed, we have also had some exciting
construction work happening in school recently. Our new Music Tuition
building is almost ready to use and will provide a comfortable and
inspirational place for our many children who are learning to play a
musical instrument in school. An outdoor classroom, as part of our new
Garden of Hope, has also been constructed and will be used by all
classes over the coming months and years.
We are also pleased to be getting involved in Anti-Bullying Week during
week commencing 15th November with the theme of ‘One Kind Word’.
We have lots of engaging activities for children to be involved in during
the week culminating in an odd-socks/non-uniform day on Friday 19th
(also linked to Children in Need). Please see below for more
information.
As I am sure you all would have expected, we are again not able to
have our Christmas Carol Service at St Peter Mancroft church this year.
Instead, we will be giving all our children the opportunity to sing carols
together in an outdoor service in December! More details will follow
soon.
Finally, following our first meeting last half-term, a new Chair of
Governors has been appointed. Chris Wilson-Town has stepped back
from this role and has been replaced by Josie Rayner-Wells. Chris
remains an important part of the governing board and I would like to
take this opportunity to thank him for many years of brilliant service to
our school community. Please see message from Josie below.
Best wishes,
Paul Henman
Headteacher
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Message from Chair of Governors
Having been a Governor at Taverham VC CE Junior School for 10
years, I am delighted to have been appointed Chair of Governors. I
am sure parents will join me in thanking the previous Chair, Chris
Wilson-Town, for his outstanding contributions. As a governing board
we are fortunate to have a balance of both experienced
governors and some new recruits to bring fresh perspectives! I am
continually impressed by the proactive and inclusive nature of TJS,
as evidenced by the wide range of opportunities already available
to our children this academic year. This illustrates our vision of
‘Learning for a Fuller Life’. The half-termly values aim to encourage
and embed the interpersonal skills that support our children to
aspire and achieve our vision. This half term our value is
‘Forgiveness’. A new Governors certificate will be awarded at the
end of each half-term celebration assembly to commend a pupil
from every year group who has distinctly demonstrated the value.
Whilst we are still in challenging and uncertain times that
necessitate the need to limit our opportunities to physically come
together, our school remains a familiar, safe space for our wholeschool community. As a governing board of a CE school, we hold
our whole school community in prayer at the beginning of our
meetings. As your Chair of Governors, I can be contacted via the
school office and look forward to serving the whole-school
community during my term of office. I look forward to meeting you
in person when it is safe to do so again!
Josie Rayner-Wells

New Parent and Community Governors
Following the recent election, we
are pleased to announce that
Helen Filby will be joining our
governing board as a new parent
governor. The vote between
Helen and James Thorpe was
extremely close. Due to this and
also his impressive application, the governors have offered James
the role of community governor. A warm welcome to both Helen
and James.
Many thanks to all parents/carers who took the time to vote.
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Safety around the school site:
Please can we remind all our
children and families to be careful
and safe at all times around the
school site. Recently, we have had
reports of children scooting and
walking down the middle of busy
roads and being unsafe on
pavements. We have spoken to
children in an assembly about this and would appreciate
parents reiterating the message at home. Thank you.

Household Support Fund
We have recently been informed
that Broadland District Council
have a ‘Household Support Fund’
to help families in the local area
who are experiencing serious
financial hardship. If you feel that
your family is in this position, please contact Mr Henman for an
initial discussion. All communication will be dealt with in
strictest confidence.

Children in Need/Odd Socks Day
As mentioned above, we are
going to join these two
important events together into
one day on Friday November 15th.
For a suggested donation of £1
(that will go to Children in Need),
pupils can come to school on this day in non-school uniform,
wearing odd socks. Any children who have PE/Games on this
day can wear any suitable clothing for their sporting activity
(e.g. football kits etc.) The donation for the day should be
made via School Money – please don’t send cash with your
child into school.
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Value for this half-term
As a Church of England school we have daily collective
worship throughout the school. This happens as part of whole
school, year group and class assemblies. Each half term we
look at a different value for this worship; the focus for this half
term is Forgiveness. Perhaps you would like to talk to your
children about their thoughts about this value and ask them
what has been discussed in school.

Children’s prayers:
Pupils from different classes across the school write their own
prayers and reflections linked to our current Collective
Worship value (Forgiveness). Here are a few examples:
Dear God,
Please help us to forgive someone who has been rude. If you
make a mistake, say sorry to make the world happy.
Callum
Dear God,
Please help us by giving us the power of forgiveness. When
someone makes a mistake, we are here to forgive them.
Please help other people forgive me when I make a mistake.
Henry
Dear God,
Help us have forgiveness towards others. Help us treat others
the way we want to be treated and help us spread joy.
Daisy

Nut-free School-Reminder
Because we have a number of children with severe (i.e.
potentially life-threatening) nut allergies, we are a nutfree school, and have been for a number of years.
Please ensure that your children do not come to school
with any nuts or products containing nuts (e.g.
‘Nutella’ or other chocolate/hazelnut spreads).
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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SPORTS REPORT
The first half term of the new academic year has seen the long awaited return of
competitive sport. It has been wonderful to see the children go out and represent
the school and to see parents back spectating.
Cross Country
The School Cross Country team had their first race in October at Sprowston
Junior School. It was a lovely race with a new format to allow for everything to
take place outside. The children were fantastic and worked so hard together to get
some great results, with the girls finishing second overall and the boys fifth.
Lots of children were also selected for the Partnership Cross Country which due
to the weather was unfortunately cancelled. I have spoken to the organisers and
they have informed me that they are hoping to rearrange this for March next year
but that they will be in touch.
The other Sport that has been able to make a return has been football. We have 3
teams entered in different leagues with lots of children coming out to training
weekly.
Year 5/6 Girls Football
The girls football team have had a phenomenal start to the season with a draw to
Drayton and a win against Horsford. In the Cup they managed a 5-3 win and we
await the draw for the second round of this. The girls also played in a tournament
at Easton College which they won. They will now go through to the County Finals
in January. Due to the weather and the lack of light this Thursday (11th
November) will be our last training session until the New Year. Thanks to all the
girls that have attended, especially to the year 5 girls who are yet to have a match.
We will try to organise a friendly when we return.
Year 5 Boys Football
Our Year 5 boys football team have also enjoyed a really successful start to the
new season. So far, they have played in competitive games against Drayton,
Poringland and Firside. They won all three of these games scoring 12 goals in the
process and conceding only 4. More games will come after Christmas including
the next round of the cup competition. Well done to all the boys who have played
in the matches and attended training so far.
Year 6 Boys Football
It has been great to see the return of school football in year 6. The first game
back was a thrilling encounter against Poringland and after a cagey start
Taverham managed to get the first goal and went on to win 6-0. Last week they
played Firside in a much closer game and although scoring the first goal again
they were unable to hold out and unfortunately lost 2-1.
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Thank you from Thorpe Marriott, Taverham & Drayton Food Bank
Thank you very much to all families who donated food to our local foodbank.
Please see letter of thanks below:

PTFA Duck Race
There is still time to sponsor your
child’s class duck. If you would like to
do so, please go to the shop section
on school money. The race takes
place on Friday 12th.
Many Thanks
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Book Fair
Monday 22nd – Friday 26th November
We will be having the book fair in school again this month
but unfortunately, due to current restrictions, we will not
be able to invite parents into school.
There are three options for purchasing a book,
Option 1
You can select books from the invitation attached to this
email and order them online by visiting
travellingbooks.co.uk.
Option 2
Your child can complete a ‘Wish List’ in school. When they
bring the list home you can then go to the travelling books
website and select ‘I am paying for books from a Wish
List’. Once you receive confirmation of your payment
forward the email to office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
and we will get your books ready for collection or sent
home with your child.
Option 3
You can purchase gift vouchers by visiting
travellingbooks.co.uk/parents. Your child can then use
these to purchase their books.
Each class will be allocated a time to go
and look at the books in school in
preparation for their ‘Wish List’

8

Dates for Your Diary

November
W/B Monday 15th
Friday 19th
Monday 22nd
Wed 24th
December
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th
January 2022
Wednesday 5th
Thursday 27th
Friday 28th
February 2022
Friday 11th
Monday
March 2022
Thursday 3rd
Wed 16th – Friday
18th
April 2022
Friday 1st April
Thursday 21st
May 2022
Monday 2nd
Friday 27th
June 2022
Monday 6th
July 2022
Friday 22nd

Anti-bullying/Kindness Week
Non-Uniform/odd socks day – Children in Need
Travelling Book Fair in school all week.
Whole school flu vaccinations (nasal spray)
Christmas Lunch – Year 3
Christmas Lunch – Year 4
Christmas Lunch – Year 5
Christmas Lunch – Year 6
Jack and the Beanstalk Virtual Pantomime
Last day of Autumn term
First day of Spring term
Year 3 – Life in Ancient Egypt Day
Year 3 – Life in Ancient Egypt Day
Last day of Spring Term 1
First day of Spring Term 2
World Book Day
Year 6 Residential Trip – Bawdesy Manor

Last Day of Spring Term 2
First Day of Summer Term 1
Bank Holiday
Last day of Summer Term 1
First Day of Summer Term 2
Last Day of Summer Term 2
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Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future
newsletters and the school website

TERM DATES 2021-2022
2021/22

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September

Friday 22nd October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1st November

Friday 17th December

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 5th January

Friday 11th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 21st February

Friday 1st April

Summer Term 1

Thursday 21st April

Friday 27th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 6th June

Friday 22nd July

INSET DAYS

2nd & 3rd September, 4th
January
Others TBC

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

Monday 2nd May 2022

School closed in lieu of Queens
Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday

Wednesday 20th April

TERM DATES 2022-2023
2022/2023

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September

Friday 21st October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 31st October

Friday 16th December

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 4th January

Friday 10th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 20th February

Friday 31st March

Summer Term 1

Tuesday 18th April

Friday 26th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 5th June

Friday 21st July

INSET DAYS

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

TBC

Monday 1st May 2023
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Follow Us on Twitter!
@taverhamjunior

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk
Tel: 01603 867740
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