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Taverham VC CE 

Junior School 

Newsletter  
A very warm, and belated, welcome back to all our 
families following the summer holidays and, in 
particular, to parents and carers of children who are 

new to our school. These newsletters will be sent home 
on a monthly basis and I hope you find them useful in 
keeping you informed regarding everything that is 
happening in school. 

It’s also welcome to our new members of staff who started with us this year. 
Mrs Guy, Mrs Gibson and Miss Knowles have all settled in really well to our 
school and are proving to be valuable additions to the TJS team. 

 
Despite my own ‘Covid-related issues’, the new school year has got off to a 

fantastic start. Huge thanks to Mrs Wilson and Mr Jones, assisted by all the 
staff, for leading the school in my absence. Also, a special ‘well done’ to our 
new Year 3 children. They have settled in to TJS brilliantly and seem to be 
really enjoying their time here already. All the other children have started the 
year really well too and it is particularly nice to see all our pupils playing 
outside together after nearly two years of restricted playtimes. 
 

It has also been lovely to be able to reinstate some of our ‘pre-Covid’ ways of 
working in school. Children are now sitting back in groups in the classroom, 
year group assemblies are in-person and we have started to reintroduce some 
of our outdoor clubs. However, we are still experiencing Coronavirus cases in 
school and therefore we all have to remain vigilant and make sure we do all we 
can to protect each other (see below for more information). 

 

As always, there has been a lot of work completed to our building over the 
summer holiday. Our old music mobile has been demolished and removed, and 
we now have planning permission to install a brand new ‘log cabin’ style 
building where future individual and group music lessons will take place. All of 
the Year 3 classrooms have been decorated by Mr Hall and every classroom 
across the school has a new touch-screen interactive panel that teachers use 

for all their lessons. Finally, you will have noticed that a new canopy has been 
installed at the end of the Year 4 corridor. As always, we will continue to make 
improvements to the school where possible. 
 
Our parent’s calendar, available on our school website, is regularly updated 
and is the best place for you to go for up-to-date information about what’s 
happening in school. We will also send you emails and text messages to keep 

you informed. I believe that we do a good job of communicating with our 
community but please ask if there’s anything at all that you’re not sure about. 
Please see term dates at the end of the newsletter. 

 
As a staff team, we want to be as approachable as possible to children and 
parents. If you have any questions, comments or concerns please contact the 

office to make an appointment with me or another member of staff, or speak 
to your child’s class teacher after school. Due to our ‘soft start’ in the 
mornings, it is not possible to speak to teachers before school; however, Mrs 
Wilson, Mr Jones and I are always outside in the mornings to answer any 
queries or pass on messages.  
 
Best wishes 

 
Paul Henman 
Headteacher 
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Message from Chair of Governors 

 

 
On behalf of the Governors, welcome back! It’s certainly been good to have had 

the start of term closer to normality. However, Paul Henman’s initial absence and 

the drop in attendance over the past three weeks from 98.7% to 94.8% are clear 

reminders that challenges from Covid remain. Unlike last year, there is a lack of 

specific guidance from the Government, the Local Authority or Public Health 

England. As governors, we will fully support the school in whatever arrangements 

are necessary to ensure that children are not only safe and well looked after, but 

also have the greatest access to the full and varied curriculum that Taverham 

Junior offers. ‘Learning for a Fuller Life’ is our vision, and we intend to deliver on 

that. 

A special welcome to Year Three, children and parents and carers. We really hope 

you will enjoy your time at the school. We’re also pleased to welcome the 

following new members of staff – Michelle Gibson, teaching assistant in 3N, Donna 

Guy, teaching assistant in 6C and Izzy Knowles, Parent and Child Pastoral Worker. 

Those of you who read July’s newsletter will know that we have vacancies of our 

governing board, one of which is for a parent governor. Our governing board has 

a variety of skills and backgrounds, and we have access to a range of training 

opportunities specifically for school governors. However fundamentally becoming 

a governor is about being interested in the school, supporting our vision and ethos, 

and wanting to help make a difference for children in our community. Vicky Myers, 

Matt Lambert, and Saqlain Ali are parents who are governors and would be happy 

to talk about being a governor. Likewise Rev Paul Seabrook. Alternatively, Paul 

Henman can explain what it involves. 

Our first full governors’ meeting takes place on Monday 4th October, and we will 

discuss the vacancies. We will then be able to update you on arrangements for 

filling the vacancies, as well as roles and responsibilities within the governing board. 

Chris Wilson-Town 

School Priorities for 2020-21 

Every year we create a simple set of bullet points to summarise our main focuses 
for continuing school improvement and development over the next academic year 
and share these with parents. Taverham VC CE Junior School’s priorities for 2021-
22 are as follows: 
 
• Improve standards and progress in writing through involvement in a whole-

school research-based CPD program 
• Enhance the level of pastoral support available to children and families 
• Christian ethos, vision and values of our school are maintained and school 

is prepared to upcoming SIAMS inspection 
• Research and implement more formal teaching programs for handwriting 

and spelling 
• Ensure that the transition back to normal school routines is made in a way 

that prioritises pupil wellbeing  
• Implement changes to our school curriculum to ensure pupils learn about 

equality, diversity and inclusion in wider society, preparing them for life in 

modern Britain. 
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Covid cases: 
 

As all schools are experiencing, we are seeing an increasing 

number of children testing positive for Covid since returning to 

school. This is perhaps inevitable considering the relaxation of 

restrictions in general society but is a timely reminder that the 

virus is still with us. Please be reminded that children should 

isolate and book a PCR test if they are showing any of the 

symptoms of Coronavirus.  

 

Communication regarding Covid Cases: 
 
In preparation for the start of this 
academic year, all schools – 
including ours – were provided 
with new guidelines around 
managing cases of Coronavirus. 
This included the advice that 
NHS test and trace would 
assume responsibility for 
identifying and contacting close 
contacts following positive cases in school. However, it has become 
quickly apparent that this is not happening, which has left all 
schools in a difficult position. At TJS, we have decided that we will 
contact parents to advise them when there is a positive case in their 
child’s class. Furthermore, we will also contact families individually 
when we feel that their child is a ‘close contact’ of a pupil who has 
caught the virus. In this case, we are advising families to get their 
child a PCR test but this is not something we can enforce. As 
advised previously, there is no need for children to self-isolate whilst 
they are waiting for the result of a test as long as they are not also 
showing symptoms. 
 
If your child has to isolate: 
If children test positive for Covid, then they are required to isolate in 
line with government guidance. In this situation, we will provide 

work for children to complete. This will be 
uploaded to their Google Classroom account the 
morning after we are informed of the positive 
case. The work posted will be linked to what is 

being covered in the classroom. Children are encouraged to 
complete and upload their work but, of course, we understand that 
some children may not be able to do this every day, particularly if 
they are feeling poorly. If your child does have to self-isolate in the 
future and you have some questions about online work, please get 
in touch. 
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Year 3 parent teacher meetings 
 
As detailed separately, we are giving all parents of Year 3 pupils the 
opportunity to book a virtual meeting with their child’s teacher during 
this half term. This meeting is to discuss how children have settled in to 
our school; learning reviews will happen later in the school year (January 
and May) for children across all year groups. 

 

Parking 
 

Now that we have returned to all children 

starting and finishing school at the same 

time, we are again, unfortunately, 

experiencing lots of driving/parking 

related issues around the school. Please 

could we ask all parents to observe the 

following as much as possible: 

 

 If you can, please travel to school 

without using your car; walking, biking or scooting is 

encouraged 

 If you have to drive your child to school, please park on a 

road further away from the school and walk from there. 

Roads that were previously identified as good locations in our 

‘Bike/Walk/Scoot’ project are Laburnum Avenue, Springfield 

Road and Walters Road 

 When parking to drop-off/collect your child, please do not 

mount pavements or block roads/entrances 

 Always turn off your engine when waiting in your car. 

 

We would really appreciate if our parents adopted these measures 

to ensure that the roads around the school are safe for our children 

before and after school. 

 
Clubs 

 

As previously mentioned, we have started running some 

lunchtime and after-school clubs already but, at the moment, 

these are limited to cross country and football. We hope to 

offer some other opportunities to children as the year 

progresses…watch this space! 
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Hello Yellow! 
 
Don’t forget our Hello Yellow day on Friday 8th October (see letter sent out on 22nd 

September). We are asking staff and children to wear something yellow either 

instead or in addition to uniform. On the day, the children will be taking part in an 

activity in their classes around mental health and wellbeing. We are asking 

families, who would like to, to make a donation of £1 to Young Minds, which is a 

charity supporting young people suffering with mental health difficulties. 

Donations can be made through school money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nut-free School-Reminder 
 
Because we have a number of children with severe (i.e. 
potentially life-threatening) nut allergies, we are a nut-
free school, and have been for a number of years. 
Please ensure that your children do not come to school 
with any nuts or products containing nuts (e.g. 
‘Nutella’ or other chocolate/hazelnut spreads).  
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 

School Dinners  

 

Children can order their school lunch each 

morning with their class teacher. We are running 

a limited menu at the moment and this can be 

found on our school website. The Menu will be 

updated after October half term, where we will 

be going back to a full menu. These will be sent 

home once finalized.  

If your child would like to have a school lunch, then please make payment via 

‘School Money’. The Dinner payment is set to £11.50 for a week of lunches 

but you can change this to the amount of your choosing. The cost of an 

individual lunch is £2.30. Children will always be able to order a lunch even if 

you haven’t topped their account up or are having issues with the app. 

Reminder messages for any outstanding payments will be sent each Monday 

for the previous week. Please note that when a balance reaches £50 a 

payment will need to be made before your child can continue to order a lunch. 

Please get in touch if you have any queries. 
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Harvest Assembly 
 

On Monday 11th October, Reverend Seabrook will be leading 

our annual Harvest Assembly for the whole-school. In 

conjunction with this, we are asking our families and the 

local community to make a donation of food to the local 

foodbank. Details of what can be donated, and where to drop 

off the food, will be sent out to all parents by email in the 

coming days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are going cashless! 
 

This school year we are going cashless! We will no longer be 

accepting cash for any events or uniform. Everything will be listed 

on ‘School Money’. If you haven’t already done so, please download 

the teachers2parents app so you have access to school money too. 

We will happily take card payments in the office if you are 

struggling at any point with the app. 

As always, if you need any help please contact the school office.  
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
 

October  

Mon 4th  Year 5&6 Girl’s football v Drayton (away) 

Tues 5th  Year 3 Parent Teacher Meetings 4-6pm 

Tues 5th  Year 6 Boy’s football v St Michaels (away) 

Mon 11th  Year 3 Parent Teacher Meetings 4-6pm 3M  

Tue 12th  Year 6 – National Child Measurement Programme 

Tue 12th  Year 5&6 Girl’s Football Tournament – Easton College 1-4pm 

Wed 13th  Year 3 Parent Teacher Meetings 9-11am 3M  

Wed 13th  Year 3 Parent Teacher Meetings 4-6pm 3N,3G,3P 

Wed 13th  PTFA AGM – School Hall 6-7.30pm 

Thurs 14th  Year 5&6 Girls football v Horsford (home) 

Thurs 14th  Year 5 Boy’s football v Drayton (away) 

Thurs 14th  Year 6 Boy’d football v Poringland (home) 

Thurs 14th  Year 3 Parent Teacher Meetings 4-6pm 3N,3G,3P 

Wed 20th  Cross Country at Langley Prep (more information to follow) 

Friday 22nd Last day of 1st Autumn half term 

November  

Mon 1st First day of 2nd Autumn half term 

Wed 10th Y4 Trip to Theatre Royal 

Wed 10th  Year 5&6 Girl’s football tournament – Goals 10-2pm 

Wed 24th  Whole school flu vaccination (nasal spray) 

December  

Friday 17th  Last day of Autumn term 

January 2022  

Wednesday 5th First day of Spring term 
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Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future 
newsletters and the school website 

 
 

TERM DATES 2021-2022 

 
TERM DATES 2022-2023 

 
 

 

2021/22 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Monday 6th September Friday 22nd October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 1st November Friday 17th December 

Spring Term 1 Wednesday 5th January Friday 11th February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 21st February Friday 1st April 

Summer Term 1 Thursday 21st April Friday 27th May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 6th June Friday 22nd July 

   

INSET DAYS 
2nd & 3rd September, 4th 

January 
 

 Others TBC  

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 2nd May 2022  

School closed in lieu of Queens 

Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday 
Wednesday 20th April  

2022/2023 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Monday 6th September Friday 21st October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 31st October Friday 16th December 

Spring Term 1 Wednesday 4th  January Friday 10th  February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 20th  February Friday 31st  March 

Summer Term 1 Tuesday 18th  April Friday 26th  May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 5th June Friday 21st  July 

   

INSET DAYS TBC  

   

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 1st   May 2023  
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Follow Us on Twitter! 

@taverhamjunior  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk 
 

Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01603 867740 
 
 

 

mailto:office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.taverhamjunior.co.uk/
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